


•  I am not a lawyer. This is not legal advice. Please don’t take your 
legal advice from a slideshow. You can and will be laughed at in a 
court of law. 

•  It doesn’t matter if you’ve done it before, if your friend did it, if your 
business partner did it… Plenty of people drive above the speed 
limit, but it’s still not legal. Duh. 



•  Intellectual property is anything that you yourself have created on 
your own. The instant you create something -- even if you don’t 
trademark or patent it -- you hold some degree of legal copyright 
over it. 

•  Copyright is the legal protection that your intellectual property 
receives the instant it’s born. 



•  If you write a story about a new character in an existing book or 
movie’s universe, you hold the copyright and intellectual 
property of some parts of that character and story, but the 
original copyright holder still holds the majority of rights. 

•  You can create what are called ‘derivative works’, but if you need to 
know about that, you need a for-real lawyer, not me. 



•  Two easy steps to determining if you have the legal right to use 
something you found online: 

–  Did you, or someone you know, make it? 
–  Did the person listed above (you or someone you know) give you written 

permission to use that thing? 

–  If yes, go ahead and use that thing! 
–  If no, please don’t use that thing, it’s illegal! 



•  “Yeah, but my friend / cousin / dog downloads things from the 
internet all the time and…” 

•  Yeah, that doesn’t matter. 

•  ‘Everyone else was doing it’ is, surprisingly, not a solid legal tactic in 
the courtroom. 





•  Awesome or funny pictures (including 
company logos), random audio clips or 
music, and even quotes from famous 
people are all protected intellectual 
property 

•  Again, if you found it online and didn’t 
make it yourself, it doesn’t belong to you 



•  Everybody steals images, ideas, text, and content from other 
people online -- there’s a very good chance you won’t get 
caught unless you’re doing it on a national level 

•  In the slight chance that you do get caught stealing someone 
else’s content, you’re going to get sued, and you’re going to 
pay a lot of money to a lot of different people 



•  There are lawyers whose entire job is to 
go online and look for copyright violations, 
and then sue your pants off for an 
easy payday 

•  They’re very good, and they almost 
always win because you’ll run out 
of money long before they do 



•  Pay a content creator to take a photo, draw you a logo, write 
you a song, or basically anything else 

•  Attempt to track down copyright holders of items that you 
want to use off the web 
 
95% of the time, you’ll never be able to find them -- in the other 5% of the time, you’ll find them and they’ll 
want money from you in order to use their content 



•  Copyright laws generally don’t care that you’re doing it for 
good reasons, or that you’re not trying to make a profit 

•  Laws take into account damages and 
market harm, both of which are surprisingly 
easy to prove in court 



•  There’s a subsection of copyright law called ‘fair use’ that 
allows for you to use copyrighted material for educational, not 
for profit purposes, or to create a ‘transformative work’ 

•  There’s a very good chance that your project isn’t not for profit, 
isn’t educational, and doesn’t constitute a ‘transformative work’ 



•  Even when you’re legally 100% in the right with a fair use 
claim, you can still end up in court proving it, and end up 
spending more than $100k proving that you were right – 
money that you typically won’t get back even if you win the 
court case 

•  When in doubt, just pay for it or do it yourself 



•  You can’t just take things off the internet and use them 

•  It’s both illegal and immoral to steal someone else’s work 

•  When in doubt, pay a creative or try to track down the 
intellectual property owner and get clearance first – err on the 
side of caution or risk ending up in court 


